





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































REPORTS FROM JERUSALEM
REPORT 21 - MARCH 2010

Samaritan community

Eleazar ben Tzedaka ben Yitzhaq, the Spiritual leader of the Samaritan Community
was laid to rest on February 4th, 2010, in a small cemetery south of Nablus. He was
83 years old and it was claimed that he was the 131st holder of the position of High
Priest since Aaron. The Samaritans claim to have lived near Nablus, formerly
Shechem, since before the fall of Samaria to the Assyrians in 722 BCE. They have
preserved their version of the Torah in an archaic script similar to Paleo-Hebrew.
The present community of 730 persons is concentrated at Kiryat Luza, a small hill
town above Nablus, near to Mount Gerizim, which they view as the site of their
former temple, which was destroyed by the Maccabean king John Hyrcanus in 128
BCE. Both the Palestinian Governor of the Nablus Region and the Israeli officer
heading the Civil Administration gave eulogies in Arabic in praise of the deceased
High Priest. An offshoot of the Community lives in Neveh Pinchas, a
neighbourhood of Holon, south of Tel Aviv and, at the beginning of March, a
circumcision ceremony was held there for the latest male addition to the tiny
community, Shahar Yehoshua. It was a rare event, attended by nearly half of the
whole community and by six priests in long robes and red fezzes, marking the
important addition of this new member to the small Samaritan community.

Jerusalem: Byzantine street

Excavations at the west entry to the Old City, leading to David Street, have revealed
the original pavings of the Byzantine period, far below the present surface. Thanks
to work by the Jerusalem Development Authority in renewing the present
underground infrastructure, the IAA was able, under director Dr. Ofer Sion, to
excavate this very busy part of the Old City. At a depth of 4.5 m below the present
level, the IAA uncovered metre-long paving flagstones of a street that corresponded
to a main thoroughfare from the west shown on the famous Byzantine mosaic map
of the 6th century CE in St. George’s Church at Madaba, Jordan.

Jerusalem: Abbasid inscription

During renovation work at a private house in the Jewish Quarter, a small stone
fragment, about 10 x 10cm, was found inscribed in Arabic, and dated to 910 CE.
It has been dated to the Abbasid period and the rule of the Caliph al-Mugqtadir. It
appears to express the thanks of an army veteran to the ‘Emir of the Faithful’ for
the gift of a tract of land in the area. It may signify the way the Caliph rewarded his
troops and established a core of faithful supporters in Jerusalem while he ruled from
faraway Baghdad. The find was made by Annette Nagar of the IAA and the
fragment was read and dated by Prof. Moshe Sharon of the Hebrew University.
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Nahal Sorek: Byzantine wine-press

A massive industrial-size wine press dating to the Byzantine period has been found
in the Nahal Sorek area (near Kibbutz Hafetz Haim), famous for its vineyards. The
site is not far from Ashkelon and the wine may have been processed for export to
Egypt, or even Italy, according to Uzi Ad of the IAA, in charge of the excavation.
It is almost identical to one found 20 km. away, near Ashkelon.

The installation is a sophisticated one, including an octagonal mosaic-paved
treading floor leading to two holding vats and then, via stone strainer grids, to two
collection vats. The whole system covers an area of more than 15 m. square. The
region is designated as agricultural land for settlers evacuated from the Gaza Strip
in 2005, and it is hoped to preserve the remains within the new farmland.

Jerusalem: Iron Age wall

A massive wall, 70 m. long and 6 m. high was recently uncovered in the area
between the City of David and the southern wall of the Temple precinct by Dr. Elath
Mazar, working with the IAA and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. The
remains of the wall include an inner gatehouse, a corner tower and portions of
another major structure. Mazar claims that the remains are of the 10th century BCE
and testify to a ruling monarch who was able to organise such major construction,
her reference being to the elusive king Solomon. The gatehouse is of the standard
four-chambered type. The adjacent structure is dated by pottery to the 10th century
BCE and contained a number of large storage jars, one of them inscribed to a court
official. There was also found a number of ‘lemelekh’ jar handles, which suggests
that some of the work may belong to the later period of the 7th or 8th century BCE.

Heritage Plan

At the end of February the Israeli Government issued a list of 150 sites of national
historical importance which will receive funding to help preserve and maintain their
important status and facilitate public access without damage to the remains. The
sites include the ‘trans-Israel footpath’ that extends from Metulla to Elath, but is
mainly concentrated on archaeological locations such as Masada and modern
historical sites like Tel Hai. Although the Heritage Plan is largely non-controversial,
and has been welcomed by all the usual site preservation agencies, as allocating
Government funds to their upkeep, two sites have raised criticism from the
Palestinian Authority. They are the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron and the Tomb
of Rachel near Bethlehem. Both sites are in the area that may become part of the
future Palestinian State and opposition to the designation has been strongly voiced
by the Palestinian Authority.
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Beth Shemesh: illegal excavation

Four men were arrested in mid April digging illegally at the Iron Age site of Beth
Shemesh, 20 km. west of Jerusalem. They were spotted by the IAA Unit for the
Prevention of Robberies, as their jeep was parked alongside the site and they were
digging down into the network of tunnels under the ancient remains, where
investigations have been going on for several years by Prof. Shlomo Bunomovitz
and Dr. Lederman of Bar-Ilan University Land of Israel Department. The illegal
digging has caused irreversible damage to some of the site and the men will be
charged with damage and unlawful digging on an archeological site, which are
offences that could lead to prison sentences of up to five years. Amir Ganor, head
of the IAA Unit, was present at the arrest, and told the Press that every year 150
such robbers are caught and 85% are found guilty. The IAA knows of 300 such sites
that are robbed every year and there may be an equal number of which they do not
know, seeing the number of artefacts that come onto the market, and the keen
demand that there is for them.

Lod: museum

The ancient city of Lod, a few kilometres south of Ben Gurion Airport (it used to
be called Lod Airport) has a venerable history, but today is better known for its
rampant drug trade. The Lod Foundation was set up by Ruth and Aviv Wasserman
Lande in 2008, and this April it held an international fair of local and foreign
voluntary groups in order to help set up a local open-air Museum, which will
rehabilitate the ancient town centre that has ruins going back some 8,000 years. In
the past Lod was important as a major centre on the route from Damascus to Cairo,
and it was before this the home of several prominent Rabbis of the Talmudic Period.
With the help of Government and private funding, the city is now showing its
determination to renovate the past and bring back its beauties.

Hanan Eshel

The archaeologist and historian Prof. Hanan Eshel died on 8th April. He was only
52, and had fought a long battle with cancer. Hanan was an international expert on
the Dead Sea Scrolls and the site at Qumran, as well as the events of the Bar Kokhba
Revolt of 132-5 CE. He dug at caves near to Qumran and Jericho and discovered
letters from the Second Temple Period and scroll fragments going back to parts of
the Biblical Book of Numbers. Hanan was Head of the Department of Land of Israel
Studies at Bar-Ilan University and published several books and 200 articles, some
in conjunction with his wife Esther, who is an epigraphist, and who survives him.
His last lectures in Jerusalem were to packed audiences and one of them was
published posthumously in the Hebrew Daily Ha’ Aretz. [See Obituary: Ed.]
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Sea of Galilee: Tell Beth Yerah and al-Sinnabra

It was announced in March that one of the ancient synagogues on the banks of the
Sea of Galilee (Kinneret), at Tell Beth Yerah, had been wrongly identified and was
actually the ruins of the Umayyad winter palace of Al-Sinnabra, whose location
had been lost. The ruins were excavated in the 1950s, and identified as a synagogue,
when the carving of a menorah was found, but recent re-examination of the location
by archaeologists from the Tel Aviv and Hebrew universities has come to the
conclusion that the remains are from the Umayyad dynasty, which ruled in this
region from 685 to 750 CE. In 2002 Donald Whitcomb of Chicago University first
suggested the identification with the Islamic palace and this has been confirmed by
the recent work, led by Rafi Greenberg of Tel Aviv University. It is possible that
the site was later used as a synagogue and thus the menorah was inscribed on one
of the monoliths.

Jerusalem: Hurvah Synagogue

The Hurvah Synagogue, the largest in the Old City of Jerusalem, was recently rebuilt
and reopened in April. The word Hurvah means ‘ruin’, and the synagogue is so
named because it was originally built over the ruins of the study house of Rabbi
Judah Hasid in 1701. It was actually destroyed at least five times, and lastly in May
1948 by the Jordanian Army when they held the Jewish Quarter. In 1967 the ruins
were commemorated by a single arch which has now been augmented by a complete
rebuild of the former synagogue of 1864. It incorporates a wonderful high dome
that rivals both the golden Dome of the Rock and the black dome of the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre. During the latest rebuilding the original foundations were
uncovered and were seen to have been built over a large ritual bath (migveh) of the
Second Temple period and an industrial workshop of the Byzantine period that had
its entry from the nearby Cardo. The builders also found an arms cache of the Jewish
Stern Gang, called a ‘Slick’ by the troops of the British Mandate, and one which
had remained hidden and out of use since 1948. The new Ark, based on anl8th-
century design, is an unusual two-storey structure with a special Ark curtain. The
story circulated for some time that one of Napoleon’s generals, during the Retreat
from Moscow, got lost in a Polish forest and was rescued by a local Jewish peasant.
The general was grateful and gave the peasant his overcoat to combat the severe
winter. This coat was so grand in his eyes that his wife decided to make it into an
Ark curtain. When they eventually came to Palestine in the mid-19th century they
brought it with them and donated it to a synagogue near Haifa. This story was
authenticated when it was found there some years ago and it now forms the basis
for the Ark curtain in the Hurvah synagogue.
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Jerusalem: Mamluk aqueduct

An aqueduct from the Mamluk period was uncovered at the north end of the Sultan’s
Pool just west of the Old City walls in Jerusalem. It can be dated to 1320 CE and
was carried on nine arches, two of which have been found, across the valley. This
was part of a much earlier system that brought water from Solomon’s Pool at
Bethlehem to inner Jerusalem. The later Ottoman rulers reused and rebuilt part of
the ancient aqueduct and later converted it to a metal pipeline. The archaeologists
knew of its existence from 19th-century photographs but the arches did not come
to light until repairs were made recently to the present water supply. The early
photograph showed an inscription dating to 1320, dedicated to Sultan Nassar al-
Din Muhammad Ibn Qalawun, according to Yehiel Zelinger, who led the excavation
on behalf of the IAA. The findings will be preserved in the redevelopment of the
Sultan’s Pool area, south-west of the Jaffa Gate.

Ashkelon: cemetery

We have mentioned previously that work to the Barzilai Hospital emergency
underground shelter facility was held up due to the location of graves on the site.
After a lengthy period of Government indecision, the work is now going ahead, and
the IAA have been authorised to excavate the bones, which are considered to be of
non-Jewish origin, although this is disputed by some orthodox protesters. The bones
will be carefully collected and handed over to the Religious Ministry for
safekeeping. During his work on the site, Dr. Yigal Israel, of the IAA, uncovered
a drum-shaped base with carved garlands that is considered to have been a Roman
altar, which further underlines the non-Jewish nature of the cemetery, that would
have served Hellenistic Ashkelon.

Tell Qashish: Bronze Age vessels

In an emergency dig by the IAA before the laying of a natural gas pipeline in the
north, a cache of over 100 artefacts was uncovered in a rock hollow along the route
at Tell Qashish. According to director Edwin van den Brink of the IAA, some of
the small vessels, containing liquids and dated to 3,500 years ago (Late Bronze Age,
1550-1200 BCE) came from Cyprus and Mycene. The items were probably buried
after going out of use, indicating that they had served a cultic function associated
with a nearby shrine, and were not just to be destroyed but had to be buried. The
site lies at the foot of the Tell at Yoqne’am, in the Jezreel Valley, and the IAA has
agreed to exhibit the artefacts later in the year.
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Nazareth: Bronze and Iron Age burials

After considerable work on a site in central Nazareth, due to be developed as a hotel
and shopping mall, bones were uncovered and a halt was called to the work, for
fear of demonstrations by religious groups. However, the work was reorganised to
be completed in just one long day, as was done recently, under the direction of
Yardenna Alexandre of the IAA. The excavation went to a depth of 10 m. and
exposed four MBA shaft tombs, one of a warrior buried with his weapons, and one
that had been reused in the Iron Age. Full details are not yet available. During the
work demonstrations did take place but the protestors were held back.

Jerusalem: Bible Lands Museum

The Bible Lands Museum, which stands opposite the Israel Museum in Jerusalem,
has been celebrating its 18 years of existence with anniversary lectures and a special
exhibition named Angels and Demons. The exhibition is devoted to Jewish magic
through the ages and the catalogue contains learned articles, including one by Prof.
Mark Geller of University College London. The opening Ceremony was addressed
by Sir John Boardman, of Oxford, who lectured on ‘Greeks going East’. From this
one can see that the Museum, which was founded by the late Dr. Elie Borowski in
1992, and is directed by his widow Batya, has now become a respectable centre of
learning and excellence. In the early days, no self-respecting archaeologist and
scholar would grace its doors, seeing that the exhibits were mainly bought on the
market and some were of dubious origin. But with time this has changed and we
have come to appreciate the range of artefacts and the scholarship that has
accompanied their display.

REPORT 24 — JULY 2010

Tel Rehov: beehives

During excavations at Tel Rehov, under the direction of Prof. Amihai Mazar of the
Hebrew University, thirty intact beehives were found in 2007, as well as evidence
of over another 100 hives made of straw and clay. From their context these hives
could be dated to about 900 BCE. It was surprising to find these hives in the middle
of the city, and the residue of the hives, which included bee fragments, were sent
for biological analysis by Prof. Guy Bloch of the Hebrew University Department
of Ecological Science. He confirmed the great age of the hives that had become
carbonised, and he found remnant of bee larvae and pupae, remnants of wings and
legs. The type of bee was different from the local Syrian species, and not similar to
the known Egyptian or Persian varieties, but was found to be related to the Anatolian
type found in central Turkey. It may have been that they were indigenous to Israel
in antiquity or that they were somehow imported to the region. The reason for their
use at Rehov was that the species is known for their high productivity as well as
their docility, which made them suitable for an urban setting.
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Evidence was found of moving bees in large pottery hives and an Assyrian stamp
of the 8th century BCE (from elsewhere) showed that some bees had been brought
400 km. from the Taurus mountains in Turkey, to a southern location. Bloch
therefore speculated that the Rehov beekeepers had started with the Syrian variety
but, after finding them too aggressive for an urban location, they had taken the
trouble of importing the more docile species from Turkey in the north.

Jerusalem: Herod’s Gate

Four years into a five-year programme of renovation of the Old City walls, the work
to Herod’s gate, at the north-east sector, has been completed. It is one of the seven
major gateways and all its stonework has been repaired, cleaned and repointed. Ugly
electrical and drainage conduits have been removed or concealed and the interior
of the gate refurbished. The gate dates from 1539 and leads into the Muslim Quarter.
The work was co-ordinated with the local residents so as not to disrupt their busy
commercial activities during the four months of the facelift. The complete
renovation project is funded by the Prime Minister’s Office, administered by the
Jerusalem Development Authority and executed by the Conservation Department
of the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA). The next phase of the work will
concentrate on the Damascus Gate and the Lion’s Gate, on the north and east walls
of the Old City.

Jerusalem: Damascus Gate

During work near the Damascus Gate, the workmen found an area of shattered stone
that concealed an old hand-grenade. The police were called, and it was identified
as a Turkish-era weapon and removed it for controlled detonation. It was considered
to have lain hidden in the wall for at least eighty years.

Jerusalem: Kidron Valley fresco

Remains of a 9 m x nearly 3 m high fresco were discovered during rescue
excavations in the Kidron Valley, next to Gethsemane, Jerusalem, in 1999. The
fresco probably came from a wall of 12th century Abbey of St Mary of the Valley
of Jehoshaphat. At the time it had to be cut up and taken for safekeeping into the
storage rooms of the Israel Museum to avoid being destroyed by the sewage line
that was being built in the valley, and it is now being restored by expert Jacques
Nagar and prepared for exhibition in the newly renovated Israel Museum, which is
opening its doors this week.

The coloured fresco depicts Jesus in the centre flanked by Mary to his right and
John the Baptist to his left, both seeming to plead for forgiveness for humanity.
There are further incomplete figures and a Latin inscription from St. Augustine that
reads, “Who injures the name of an absent friend, may not at this table as guest
attend’, which is a warning against loose talk. According to Jon Seligman of the
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IAA, who was in charge of the original discovery, this will be an opportunity for
the public to see one of the few remaining frescoes in Israel.

El-Ahwat, Wadi Ara: Canaanite chariot axle

During excavations by Prof. Adam Zertal of Haifa University in 1997 at El-Ahwat
in the Wadi Ara, a small bronze circular tablet was found, only 2 cm. in diameter
and 5 mm. thick. It depicts the head of a woman with large wheel-like earrings and
has now been identified by scientist Oren Cohen of Haifa University as the
decorative plaque set on the end of the linchpin that held the axle of a Canaanite
chariot. He came to his conclusion after seeing similar objects on the chariots in the
battle scenes in the Temple of Ramses III in Luxor, Egypt.

Dating from its context in the ‘Governor’s House’ of the town, it is suggested by
Zertal that the 12th century BCE pinhead may have served one of the 900 chariots
of the foreign general Sisera in his fight with the Israelites under Deborah and Barak
at the battle of Mount Tabor in the lower Galilee. Zertal claimed thirteen years ago
that the site of El-Ahwat was most likely the Haroshet Hagoyim mentioned in the
Book of Judges (4:2) as the headquarters of Sisera. It appears that having one’s head
on such a linchpin was a sign of insult and indignity, and that this woman depicted
here was a Hittite goddess, one hated by the Egyptians and presumably also by the
Canaanites, who were being led by Sisera.

Bethsaida: Antoninus Pius coin

In Bethsaida, north of the Sea of Galilee the excavations directed by Dr Rami Arav,
of University of Nebraska at Omaha have yielded a gold coin of Antoninus Pius
(138-61 CE) in a residential building of this town, mentioned in the Gospels as
being visited by Jesus. The coin was minted to announce that Antoninus Pius had
been designated consul by the Roman Senate for the second time, a very high
honour. It is the first such coin found in Israel, having the head of the Emperor on
the obverse and the goddess Pietas before an altar on the reverse. The coin is 98%
gold, and weighs 7g. It is unusual to find such a high-value coin in a provincial
town, but a silver coin has been found there in a previous season and it is possible
that the town was an active trading post on the shores of the lake that attracted
wealthy merchants from further afield.

Jerusalem: cuneiform fragment

A 2 cm x 4 cm. fragment of a larger cuneiform tablet was found in fill from the
Ophel area, north of the City of David, Jerusalem, in excavations directed by Dr.
Eilat Mazar of the Hebrew University. It is only a tiny fragment but the cuneiform
writing is of a good quality and indicates that it was the work of an expert scribe
working for a high-level administration. The date assigned to the context is 14th
century BCE and shows that it was contemporary with the El Amarna
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correspondence that was exchanged between the Egypt of Akhenaton and prince
Abdu-Heba of Jerusalem. The piece has been identified by Prof. Wayne Horowitz
of the Hebrew University as being of high quality but there is insufficient of it to
read its meaning, although a few words such as ‘you were’, ‘to do’ and ‘later’ are
mentioned. Nevertheless the fragment indicates the importance of Jerusalem at this
early date. Mazar described this piece as one of the most important finds of her dig
and thought that the appearance of one fragment might well lead to the discovery
of further pieces of this document.

Tel Hazor

Several fragments of cuneiform tablets were recently found in the palace area of
Tel Hazor, during excavations directed by Prof. Amnon Ben-Tor and Dr Sharon
Zuckerman of the Hebrew University. The language is Akkadian and the words
‘slave’, ‘master’ and ‘tooth’ have been deciphered, which makes the subject similar
to one treated in the Code of Hammurabi of the 18th century BCE from Elam and
Mari in the East. The newly discovered fragments will be published, together with
others found previously, by Prof. Wayne Horowitz of the Hebrew University. They
form the largest body of cuneiform documents so far discovered in Israel. The
collection indicates that Hazor was an important trading, administration and cultural
centre in the Middle and Late Bronze Ages. Work on site continues with the
excavation of a large monumental Bronze Age building where the team hopes to
recover further fragments.

Stephen Gabriel Rosenberg,
Albright Institute, Jerusalem
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