


















































































































































































GRANTS GIVEN BY THE SOCIETY 

and polished. Their tenuous interpretation 
as abstract female representations received 
a boost this year following the discovery of 
a near complete figure displaying a small 
pair of breasts. The site has also produced 
various anthropomorphic and zoomorphic 
statuettes including the famous 'Gilat 
Lady', along with 150 ceramic and basaltic 
fenestrated incense burners, stone pallets 
possibly for the mixing of paint and delic
ate comet-shape drinking vessels. 

Various architectural elements that have 
been excavated have further strengthened 
the case for a ritual interpretation. These 
include mud brick-lined saucer-shaped 
depressions, an open courtyard with traces 
of blue paint in conjunction with standing 
stones, and a large broad room with a high 
concentration of cult objects and an east
ern alignment and entrance. 

The quality of such finds indicates the 
importance of Gilat as a centre of cult 
activities within the Northern Negev and 
possibly further afield. The excavation of 
a fully articulated dog burial with grave 
goods during the 1991 season also suggests 
that an embryonic form of dog cult was 
practised at Gilat. 

The 1992 season of work at the site was 
the last to take place under the Early Soci
eties of the Negev project, and the vast 
work of post-excavation analysis and the 
formulation of site synthesis has now 
begun. Interim reports on the excavation 
at Gilat may be available within the coming 
year, while the more comprehensive and 
firmer reports and interpretations are some 
years away. Nonetheless, the quality of the 
architecture and artefacts recovered, and 
the standard of archaeology which reco
vered them, coupled with the great poten
tial of the site to increase our understand
ing of how the world was perceived at a 
spiritual level during the Chaicolithic, 
make the Gilat site report worth waiting 
for. 

Evi Baxevani 

I am grateful to the Anglo-Israel Archae
ological Society for providing me with a 
travel grant which allowed me to particip
ate in the exciting Souskiou-Vathyrkakas 
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Project. My thanks also to Drs D. Christou 
and E. Peltenburg, directors of the Project 
and to Dr P. Croft for his invaluable field 
notes. 

The site of Souskiou-Vathyrkakas lies in 
the Paphos District in the southwestern 
part of Cyprus. It is about 2 km from the 
village of Kouklia-Paleapaphos which is 
well known for its archaeological heritage, 
and 1.5 km southwest of the deserted vil
lage of Souskiou (Christou, 1989), which 
was inhabited by Turkish-Cypriots before 
1973. 

The site consists of four major areas, 
three Chaicolithic cemeteries, Cemetery 1 
and Cemetery 2 at Vathyrkakas, Cemetery 
3 on Laona hill and traces of a rather heav
ily-eroded settlement site of the same 
period (Christou, 1989). Evidently this has 
been a site of interest for both archaeolo
gists and looters. Particularly the prehis
toric tombs have attracted a number of 
looters even before the initial investigation 
of Cemetery 1 by the British Kouklia 
Expedition in 1951 (Christou 1989). 
Investigation of Cemetery 1 was resumed 
in 1972 by the German Mission at Kouklia 
and a number of tombs were located and 
excavated (Maier 1973). The Department 
of Antiquities of Cyprus also conducted 
investigations in the area in 1972. In addi
tion to the five tombs excavated, a site plan 
was prepared to indicate the exact position 
of all tombs in the cemetery (Christou 
1989). 

From the very early stages of archaeolo
gical activity in the area it was realized that 
the Vathyrkakas tombs were unique in the 
whole of prehistoric Cyprus both in terms 
of funerary architecture and grave con
tents. They clearly belonged to the late 
stages of the Cha1colithic period on the 
island, c. 2800-2300 Be and were used both 
for single and multiple burials. 

In view of the importance of the site as 
a whole , the Cyprus Department of 
Antiquities under Dr D. Christou, in co
operation with the well-established Lemba 
Archaeological Project under Dr E. Pelt
enburg, began excavations at Vathyrkakas 
Cemetery 1 in September 1991. The season 
lasted a month during which fifteen Chal
colithic tombs were investigated. The pre-
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Iiminary results indicate the same continu
ity and originality in burial practices that 
other seasons of fieldwork at this unique 
cemetery complex have shown. It will take 
further detailed analysis of the tomb mat
erial and the settlement evidence to help us 

Bibliography 

gain insights into the life of this prosperous 
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Notes for Contributors 

Original manuscripts should be submitted 
to the Editors of BAlAS, type-written in 
English , on one side of A4 paper only, 
double-spaced, and with ample margins on 
separate sheets should be kept to a min
imum. The 'Harvard' reference system is 
employed in this publication. Works 
should be cited in the text by author's 
name and date of publication, i.e. 
'(Albright, 1949,71),. An alphabetical bib
liography should be appended at the end 
of the text, i.e. 'Albright, W. F., (1949). 
The Archaeology of Palestine (Penguin 
Books; Harmondsworth),. Original photo-

graphs and line drawings (in black and 
white only) , suitable for 1:1 reproduction, 
may accompany the text. Authors are 
responsible for obtaining permission to 
reproduce copyright material. A scale 
should be added to all drawings and photo
graphs where necessary. The authors of all 
published articles will receive a copy of the 
Bulletin and offprints. Book reviews 
should be kept to a minimum of 300 words 
but longer reviews will be considered for 
publication. Authors will receive three 
copies of their review. 
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