












































































































































































































































BOOK REVIEWS

that which was worth 12 orgyai. In this system, the modios which varied in surface-
area according to quality of soil, ceased to be a geometric concept and became a
fiscal concept. Thus, first-quality modios (that of meadows) consisted of 100 orgyai,
the modios of arable land (second quality) of 200 orgyai, and the modios of third-
quality soils of 288 orgyai. Tax was calculated on the basis of the total sum of fiscal
modioi in combination with a uniform tax-rate, regardless of the quality of the soil.
The end result, that is the amount of tax owed, was identical whatever system was
applied. In both cases, first-quality land was taxed twice as much as second-quality
land and three times as much as third-quality land.

The details given on the manufacture of the reed or wooden orgya and the hemp
schoinion-rope used by geometricians in measuring plots of lands are most instruc-
tive. Land-surveying is describing step by step according to the information pro-
vided by the treatises (pp. 213-9) — and illustrated both by an Egyptian tomb-
painting (Pl. Ia) and by a Byzantine octateuch (Pls Ib and IIa-b). It is therefore
quite inexplicable and very unfortunate that the authors chose to ignore archaeolo-
gical artefacts which would have supported their reconstruction even further. Let
alone Roman wooden and stone cubit rods from Egypt (Flinders Petrie 1926,
38-40) and the end-pieces of Roman wooden measuring rods discovered at Pompei
and at Enns in Austria (Dilke 1971, 73), a unique 7th-century AD measuring rod
was discovered on the mosaic pavement of the main room of a Byzantine ecclesiast-
ical farm excavated at Shelomi in Western Galilee (Dauphin 1983). Not only was
this the first measuring rod of any period found in Israel, but it was also the first
Byzantine rod ever to have come to light. Two depictions of a Byzantine measuring
rod are also relevant. A foot-measure carved next to a Greek inscription probably
of Justinianic date (Ap 527-65) in the vicinity of the aqueduct supplying Jerusalem
from the southeast, prohibited planting or sowing in a stretch of land of fifteen
feet on either side of the aqueduct (Abel 1926). A female bust of Ktisis — the
personification of Foundation — waves a measuring rod on the mosaic pavement
of the 4th-century-ap House of Eustolios at Curium on Cyprus (Report of the
Department of Antiquities of Cyprus 1935, viii; 1936, 115). These items should
surely have vouchsafed at least a footnote: the integration of the archaeological
with the historical data is clearly necessary for Byzantine studies to continue devel-
oping harmoniously and healthily.

Claudine Dauphin
(Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris)
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Letters to the Editor

The Editor has received the following communications from Mr Peter James and
Dr Nikos Kokkinos, Professor D. M. Lewis and Mr James Mellaart.

Dear Sir,

Regarding James Mellaart’s review of Centuries of Darkness in BAIAS 11 (1991-
2), while it contains several constructive comments, we note that the key evidence
which he adduces against our case comes from two unpublished texts: an Arzawan
document referred to as the ‘Beykdy Text’, and a letter of Assurbanipal to ‘Ardu
king of Arzawa’. The information claimed to be recorded in them we find little
short of fantastic. For example, that Assurbanipal should have written a letter to
the king of Lydia (= Arzawa!), listing the latter’s 21 ancestors with regnal years
and detailed synchronisms with Assyria, seems far-fetched, to say the least.

Your reviewer states that translations of these texts, by A. Goetze and E. I.
Gordon respectively, are ‘in press’, but fails to specify where. Since Goetze and
Gordon died in the early 1970s, both these documents must have awaited publica-
tion for a remarkably long time. Further, we find it extraordinary that no cuneiform
expert we have consulted has heard of such discoveries. It is with regret that we
have to point out that crucial evidence of this kind must always be accessible by
some means before it is used as a basis for passing judgement on someone’s work.
We hope that no ramifications will arise from Mellaart’s ‘vital material for chrono-
logy’ — such uncorroborated citations merely muddy the waters of scholarship.

Peter James and Nikos Kokkinos

Dear Sir,

Mr Mellaart’s review of Centuries of Darkness is exciting reading, but it is disquiet-
ing to be referred to important documents to be published by two scholars who
have been dead for some time. Such enquiries as I have made about the document
attributed to Goetze suggest that he had concealed it from his closest surviving
associates; I do not have the expertise to pursue it further.

My principal concern is with the Assurbanipal letter. The potential interest of
this extends all the way to questions about the sources of Herodotus. It should be
pointed out that, even if it does emerge from the papers of Edmund Gordon, its
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historical value may be very slim. We do after all know from Assurbanipal’s Annals
that, when a messenger from Gugu first arrived at his court, he was thought to
come from ‘a distant place the mere mention of the name of which my royal
ancestors had not heard’. It is, I suppose, not inconceivable that the Assyrian chan-
cellery later set themselves to creating a long history of previous relations with the
dynasty, but they will not have had much to go on and there could be a good deal
of fictitious chronology involved. What is written is not necessarily true.

D. M. Lewis
(University of Oxford)

Dear Sir,

I would like to clarify one or two matters raised in my review of Centuries of
Darkness.

First, it may be of interest to some of your readers to know how a field archaeolo-
gist like myself got involved in such a controversial issue as Dark Age Near Eastern
and Mediterranean Chronology. Following a classical education at a Dutch gym-
nasium, I developed an interest in Egyptology, first under Professor A. de Buck
at Leiden and then under Professor J. Cerny at University College of London,
where I got my degree in combined Ancient History and Egyptology. While writing
a PhD thesis on Sea Peoples (never presented) it became obvious that some archae-
ological field work was imperative and so it was in pursuit of these elusive charac-
ters that I went to Turkey in 1951. In my surveys of Southern Turkey I drew a
complete blank as far as remains of the Sea Peoples were concerned, or any signi-
ficant Late Bronze Age occupation along Anatolia’s south coast. This led me to
make the bold assertion that the centre of Arzawa was not to be located there,
but much further inland, a view contested by Professor A. Goetze who wrote me
a letter full of criticism in which he quoted a text with no less than thirty place
names between the mouth of the Maeander river and the slopes of Mount Amanus.
Among these all the Sea People names from the Egyptian texts were included,
except the Sherden. Equally significant was the absence of Milawanda, the sup-
posed Hittite name for Classical Miletus, or for that matter Ahhiyawa.

This started off my interest in ‘Hittite Geography’ and both in correspondence
and in several meetings at my father-in-law’s house on the Bosphorus, Goetze left
me in no doubt that Milawanda and Ahhiyawa were to be located in the Troad or
thereabouts and not around Miletus, which had a totally different name.

A few years later, I had an idea as to who Piyamaradus might have been and
sent it to him for his comments; the answer was refreshing: ‘P. is the legitimate
King of Arzawa, the son of Piyama-KAL-as, ousted by Muwatallis. When in 1961
I was appointed Foreign Expert at Istanbul University and taught there for a couple
of years, Professor U. Bahadir Alkim confirmed what I had suspected, that both
Goetze, Gordon and himself were engaged on a Turco-American project to publish
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a number of historical texts discovered during the 19th century — in Ottoman
times — and hitherto ignored, and inaccessible to Western scholars.

It is these texts, primarily the ‘Beykdy Text’ from near Afyon-Karahisar and
‘Assurbanipal’s letter to Ardu’, said to come from Kouyuncik-Niniveh, that after
A. Goetze and Edmund Gordon’s deaths, Bahadir Alkim was editing for publica-
tion. His share in the publication was to be a historical commentary, and on
account of ill-health, I was asked to write a geographical commentary. When
Alkim died in 1981, Handan Hanim, his wife, asked me to include the historical
commentary.

In 1984 she informed me that the text volume, entitled (something like) ‘History
and Geography of Arzawa’ had been sent to the publishers. It has not yet
appeared. She died the following year.

J. Mellaart

This correspondence is now closed. We should point out however that neither of Mr
Mellaart’s alleged documents, the ‘Beykdy text’ and the ‘Assurbanipal letter’, seems
to be known to living scholars, nor can any publisher handling the material be identi-
fied. Clearly, unless the authenticity of documents can be established, they should
not be cited as valid source material.
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Obituary

NAHMAN AVIGAD, 1905-1992

Israeli archaeology last year suffered the loss of one of its pioneering archaeolo-
gists, with the death of Professor Nahman Avigad at the age of eighty-seven. In
the course of a brilliant academic career with the Department (later Institute) of
Archaeology in the Hebrew University, Avigad excavated some of the most
important sites in the country, notably at Beth Shearim (1953-8) and the Jewish
Quarter excavations in Jerusalem (1969-78).

Born in 1905 at Zawalow in Russia, as a young man Avigad took a course of
study in architecture in Brno before emigrating to Palestine in 1925. In 1928 he
joined the Hebrew University and over the years participated in a number of
excavations, including the Ophel, Beth Alpha, Hamath Gader, Samaria (Joint
Expedition), Tel Jerishe, Afula, and others. Apart from his archaeological skills,
Avigad was an excellent draughtsman and many of the drawings from this period
are his own work. From 1938 Avigad clambered up the ladder of academic achieve-
ment and in 1952 was awarded his PhD. In 1954 he was appointed as Lecturer in
Archaeology at the Hebrew University. Avigad divided his scholarly interests
between archaeology, on the one hand, and Hebrew and Aramaic epigraphy, on
the other. His first article in English, on a seal of a slave-wife (Amah), was pub-
lished in the Palestine Exploration Quarterly in 1946. Since then Avigad published
numerous articles and a number of books, including the popular Discovering Jerus-
alem: Recent Archaeological Excavations in the Upper City (reviewed in BAIAS 5,
1985-6).

Avigad will probably be remembered primarily for his Jewish Quarter excava-
tions, with the important discoveries there of the Iron Age ‘Broad Wall’ fortifica-
tion, the fire-blackened ‘Burnt House’ from ap 70 and the Cardo, which was the
main street of Byzantine Jerusalem. Let us hope that members of Avigad’s
extremely able excavation staff, Ronny Reich and Hillel Geva among others, will
quickly issue the final publication of these excavations as a monument to this distin-
guished archaeologist.

Shimon Gibson
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Qumran and Its Scrolls: Old Issues and
New Texts

George J. Brooke

Until very recently there was much dis-
quiet among scholars about the lack of
access to the unpublished Dead Sea scrolls,
mostly those from cave 4. Also the public
has shown continuous interest in the appar-
ent intrigue lying behind the non-
publication of many of the texts and in the
unfounded suggestions from some quarters
that the unpublished fragments contain
items which might alarm members of
believing communities.

During the last decade a new generation
of scholars interested in the scrolls has
brought the concern about the lack of
access and the slow progress in publication
into focus in a number of ways. There has
been an invigorating sequence of interna-
tional conferences, including wide-ranging
discussion, and at which some new texts
have been released: New York (1985),
Krakow (1987), London (1987), Manches-
ter (1987), Haifa/Tel Aviv/Jerusalem
(1988), Groningen (1989), Krakow (1989),
Manchester  (1990), Madrid (1991),
Krakow (1991). In addition, various indi-
vidual scholars have made formal requests
for access to unpublished materials, and
the editors of several publications, not
least of the Biblical Archaeology Review
and of the Qumran Chronicle, have tried
to apply pressure through their journals
and in other ways.

Against this background matters came to
a head in the autumn of 1991. Early in Sep-
tember, with the financial support of the
Manfred and Anne Lehmann Foundation
of New York, the Biblican Archaeological
Society published a preliminary edition
of texts (Damascus Document and
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Mishmerot fragments) reconstructed by
B.-Z. Wacholder and M. Abegg of Cincin-
nati from a concordance to the scrolls that
had been available to some for nearly 30
years. Then on 22 September the Hunt-
ington Library in California declared that
any scholar in good standing would be
allowed access to its collection of photo-
graphs of published and unpublished texts;
these photographs in microfilm have also
been made available to institutions through
inter-library loan.

Within a few weeks the Israeli authorit-
ies decided that it was indeed appropriate
to open to all scholars the various collec-
tions of scrolls materials around the world.
Those living near Oxford, Cincinnati and
Los Angeles found themselves in a privil-
eged position. But the privilege was short-
lived, because on 19 November a facsimile
edition of the unpublished texts edited by
R. H. Eisenman and J. M. Robinson was
published by the Biblical Archaeological
Society. In one way or another all the
scrolls are now available for the scholarly
community and others. The preparation of
catalogues and concordances is also well
advanced, making the collections of plates
accessible.

The new policy of open access and the
ready availability of the scroll fragments
provides the scholarly community with a
fresh start in its attempts to make sense of
this collection of texts, which are valuable
in so many ways. However, it is not a ques-
tion of going right back to the beginning.
For example, at the 1991 Madrid con-
ference it was announced that recent
radiocarbon tests on 14 different scrolls
had largely confirmed the datings of the
various manuscripts provided by the pal-
aeographers (details published in Atigot 20
[1991], pp. 27-32).

Furthermore, while the publication and
understanding of large fragments or nearly
complete scrolls is relatively easy, the tens
of thousands of fragments from cave 4 still
need much careful treatment before they
can yield substantial answers to the various
scholarly debates that have been in the air
for so long. The suitable placing of frag-
ments is far from complete, but particu-
larly in the last decade the methodology

for reconstructing very fragmentary manu-
scripts which has been developed by H.
Stegemann has borne fruit in the works of
C. A. Newsom on the Songs of the Sabbath
Sacrifice (4Q400-407; 11Q17; MasShir-
Shabb), of E. M. Schuller on the non-
canonical Psalsm texts (4Q380 and 381),
and of A. Steudel on the previously pub-
lished Florilegium (4Q174) and Catena®
(4Q177) manuscripts.

As for the identification of those who
wrote or were responsible for the scrolls
found at Qumran, various theories have
dominated the headlines. N. Golb has vig-
orously revived the idea that the scrolls and
the site at Qumran have nothing to do with
one another. For Golb the archaeological
remains at the site provide no evidence
that any extensive writing was ever under-
taken there. Furthermore he stresses that
the strategic location of the buildings,
especially their fortification in the 1st cen-
tury AD, strongly suggests that the site was
a military outpost. The scrolls, on the other
hand, represent collections of texts
brought to the caves from Jerusalem, prob-
ably at the time of the Roman seige of the
city which culminated in the fall of the
temple. The Copper Scroll, in particular,
provides geographical locations in and
around Jerusalem and the contents of the
texts as a whole reveal no clear link with
the Dead Sea area.

Though suggesting links with Jerusalem,
L. H. Schiffman has revived a proposal
made in the early stages of Qumran
research and has argued that the scrolls
indicate that the community at Qumran is
somehow to be associated with the Saddu-
cees. Working especially on the basis of a
few parallels between 4QMiqs at Macaseh
Ha-Torah and Mishnah Yadayim 4:6-7,
Schiffman has concluded that the Qumran
text, in association with some other texts,
represents the Sadducee stance as it is
attested in the Mishnah. From this some-
what slender evidence Schiffman concludes
that the Qumran group was Sadducean or
had strong Sadducean influences at its
inception. Not many have yet been con-
vinced by Schiffman’s proposals and they
have come under widespread scrutiny, not
least at the 1991 Krakow conference.
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A third view of the history of the com-
munity and the Qumran site has labelled
itself as the Groningen Hypothesis. Pro-
mulgated chiefly in Krakow in 1987 and in
Groningen in 1989, the theory attempts to
adjust several items in the consensus view
of the history of the community. It is
argued that the Essene movement has its
origins in the Palestinian apocalyptic tradi-
tions at the end of the 3rd century or start
of the 2nd century Bc. In the 2nd century
there was a split within the movement
(visible in 4QMMT), the eventual result of
which was the establishment of a group at
Qumran loyal to the Teacher of Right-
eousness. The designation Wicked Priest
in the Habakkuk Commentary does not
refer to any specific individual but to the
Hasmonean high priests in chronological
sequence. The hypothesis rightly attempts
to put legal texts back at the centre of the
discussion of the movement’s history and
suitably divorces the origins of the move-
ment as a whole (and the Teacher’s com-
munity in particular) from the foundation
of the site at Qumran; its other compon-
ents have yet to be widely assessed and
appreciated.

While these theories show that there is
still some fluidity in the scholarly under-
standing of the non-biblical texts, some
more solid advances have been made in
appreciating the biblical manuscripts. For
example, it is now clear that some books
existed in ‘double editions’ in the late
Second Temple period: while the revised
form was copied, the original edition also
remained in circulation. The 4QSamuel
and 4QJeremiah manuscripts provide clear
evidence of this for those books, con-
firming also that the translators of the Sep-
tuagint were generally very faithful to the
Hebrew from which they worked. In addi-
tion, 4QpaleoExod? strongly suggests the
same for Exodus and shows that apart from
a few obvious places the Samaritan Penta-
teuch is based on a harmonistic and expan-
sionist non-sectarian form of the Torah.
Scribal practices of the period are also now
better appreciated and variants recognized
as arising from the exegetical interests of
scribes as much as from copyists’ errors;
for example, 11QpaleoLev® Fragment I
preserves a closing parenthesis around a
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harmonization introduced from Leviticus
20 into the text of Leviticus 18. Some bib-
lical manuscripts may be more suitably
classified in other ways: 4QDeut*®< may
all be excerpted texts providing full-size
manuscripts from which phylacteries could
be copied, 4QDeut" provides a different
exerpted collection, probably for some
liturgical purposes, and 4QGen"®* may be
better classified (along with 4Q158, 364-7)
as part of a paraphrase.

Although there is now widespread access
to all the texts, controversies over their
best interpretation will continue for many
years. The relationship between the com-
munities of the scrolls and the early Jewish-
Christian groups is far from being sorted
out, as the recent writings of B. Thiering
and R. H. Eisenman show. Furthermore,
controversy will surround the interpreta-
tion of some newly available pieces of
manuscript. Since many of these texts from
cave 4 are very fragmentary, arguments
about them often depend, in part at least,
on a hypothetical reconstruction of the
wider context of the few words that
remain. Recently R. Eisenman and G.
Vermes have been engaged in a public
debate over the suitable translation of a
phrase in a six-line fragment which pre-
serves only a few words in each line
(featured in PAM 42.370 and 43.325). Eis-
enman understands line 4 as ‘and they will
put to death a leader of a community’ (i.e.,
the Messiah); Vermes, with more justi-
fication because of the absence of the sign
of the direct object before nsy®, proposes
‘and the prince of the congregation will put
him [a third party] to death.” More imme-
diate context would have shown definit-
ively which translation was preferable.

The release of all the texts is to be
warmly welcomed. Theories of conspiracy
can be laid to rest, even though arguments
about the meaning and significance of the
scrolls will go on for years. As with any
discovery on which scholars subsequently
continue to build for decades, so with the
release of the scrolls, there is more than
another 40 years of work yet to be under-
taken. A new era in Dead Sea scrolls
research has dawned: new texts have been
made available, a beginning can now be
made with sorting out old issues.
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Grants Given by the Society

Leen and Kathleen Ritmeyer

Our interest in the tombs of the Hinnom
Valley in Jerusalem began in the 1970s
while working on the Temple Mount
excavations. Their decorative style bore a
close resemblance to that of the architec-
tural elements found near the Temple
Mount, and this made a special study of
the tombs imperative. Professor Benjamin
Mazar, the director of the Temple Mount
dig, was closely involved and very support-
ive of the project.

On arriving back in England, we began
to write up the results of our findings. It
had long been assumed that the southeast
end of the Hinnom Valley, where the
tombs were located, was the site of Akeld-
ama, the field of blood of the New Testa-
ment. The tombs had previously been sur-
veyed and described by Tobler in the 1850s
and by Macalister at the turn of the cen-
tury. An investigation of the most elabor-
ately-decorated tomb was carried out by
Gustaf and Knut Olaf Dalman in the
1920s.

Despite the association with Akeldama
that has continued to cling to the site, a
number of prominent researchers in the
field of Biblical Archaeology have pointed
out that Josephus in his Jewish War (5.
505-506), seems to have indicated that the
Tomb of the High Priest Annas was loc-
ated in this vicinity.

An examination of the architectural style
of the tombs revealed strong influences
from the style of the Herodian Temple
complex. In particlar, the central tomb had
a triple entrance, giving the strong impres-
sion that it had been modelled on the
Triple Gate of the Temple Mount, which
would have been within view of this part
of the Hinnom Valley. There are other
notable parallels, which, combined with

the testimony of Josephus regarding the
location of the Tomb of Annas, supports
its identification as having belonged to this
wealthy Jewish family.

We are grateful to the Anglo-Israel
Archaeological Society for a grant which
enabled one of us to return to Jerusalem
in August 1992 to check on these tombs
prior to the publication of the results of our
investigations. During this visit, essential
sketching, photography and research was
also carried out in the Library of the
Rockefeller Museum.

Peter D. Hinge

Under the directorship of Dr Thomas Levy
and Mr David Alon, a seventh season of
excavation was carried out at the Chalco-
lithic site of Gilat. Investigation at the site
was part of the wider, Early Societies of
the Negev project, which centres on the
northern Negev desert and which includes
the spectacular site of Shigmim. The site
of Gilat lies some 20 km northwest of Beer
Sheva, and west of moshav Gilat, which
formed the base for the season’s work.
The site of Gilat has been interpreted
as one of three cult or ritual sites of the
Chalcolithic period known in Palestine.
Excavations recovered a wide range of
objects ‘interpreted as having ritualistic
purposes. A rich assemblage of imported
‘cult’ objects from Anatolia, Egypt, Sinai
and Jordan, form a concentration of exot-
ica that finds no explanation at the prac-
tical or mundane level. Most notable
among the cult objects that have been dis-
covered are the so called violin-shaped
figurines, of which there are now 45
known. These vary in size from 15-30 cm
in height and are made from a variety of
different rock types which are smoothed
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and polished. Their tenuous interpretation
as abstract female representations received
a boost this year following the discovery of
a near complete figure displaying a small
pair of breasts. The site has also produced
various anthropomorphic and zoomorphic
statuettes including the famous ‘Gilat
Lady’, along with 150 ceramic and basaltic
fenestrated incense burners, stone pallets
possibly for the mixing of paint and delic-
ate cornet-shape drinking vessels.

Various architectural elements that have
been excavated have further strengthened
the case for a ritual interpretation. These
include mud brick-lined saucer-shaped
depressions, an open courtyard with traces
of blue paint in conjunction with standing
stones, and a large broad room with a high
concentration of cult objects and an east-
ern alignment and entrance.

The quality of such finds indicates the
importance of Gilat as a centre of cult
activities within the Northern Negev and
possibly further afield. The excavation of
a fully articulated dog burial with grave
goods during the 1991 season also suggests
that an embryonic form of dog cult was
practised at Gilat.

The 1992 season of work at the site was
the last to take place under the Early Soci-
eties of the Negev project, and the vast
work of post-excavation analysis and the
formulation of site synthesis has now
begun. Interim reports on the excavation
at Gilat may be available within the coming
year, while the more comprehensive and
firmer reports and interpretations are some
years away. Nonetheless, the quality of the
architecture and artefacts recovered, and
the standard of archaeology which reco-
vered them, coupled with the great poten-
tial of the site to increase our understand-
ing of how the world was perceived at a
spiritual level during the Chalcolithic,
make the Gilat site report worth waiting
for.

Evi Baxevani
I am grateful to the Anglo-Israel Archae-
ological Society for providing me with a

travel grant which allowed me to particip-
ate in the exciting Souskiou-Vathyrkakas
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Project. My thanks also to Drs D. Christou
and E. Peltenburg, directors of the Project
and to Dr P. Croft for his invaluable field
notes.

The site of Souskiou-Vathyrkakas lies in
the Paphos District in the southwestern
part of Cyprus. It is about 2 km from the
village of Kouklia-Paleapaphos which is
well known for its archaeological heritage,
and 1.5 km southwest of the deserted vil-
lage of Souskiou (Christou, 1989), which
was inhabited by Turkish-Cypriots before
1973.

The site consists of four major areas,
three Chalcolithic cemeteries, Cemetery 1
and Cemetery 2 at Vathyrkakas, Cemetery
3 on Laona hill and traces of a rather heav-
ily-eroded settlement site of the same
period (Christou, 1989). Evidently this has
been a site of interest for both archaeolo-
gists and looters. Particularly the prehis-
toric tombs have attracted a number of
looters even before the initial investigation
of Cemetery 1 by the British Kouklia
Expedition in 1951 (Christou 1989).
Investigation of Cemetery 1 was resumed
in 1972 by the German Mission at Kouklia
and a number of tombs were located and
excavated (Maier 1973). The Department
of Antiquities of Cyprus also conducted
investigations in the area in 1972. In addi-
tion to the five tombs excavated, a site plan
was prepared to indicate the exact position
of all tombs in the cemetery (Christou
1989).

From the very early stages of archaeolo-
gical activity in the area it was realized that
the Vathyrkakas tombs were unique in the
whole of prehistoric Cyprus both in terms
of funerary architecture and grave con-
tents. They clearly belonged to the late
stages of the Chalcolithic period on the
island, c¢. 2800-2300 Bc and were used both
for single and multiple burials.

In view of the importance of the site as
a whole, the Cyprus Department of
Antiquities under Dr D. Christou, in co-
operation with the well-established Lemba
Archaeological Project under Dr E. Pelt-
enburg, began excavations at Vathyrkakas
Cemetery 1 in September 1991. The season
lasted a month during which fifteen Chal-
colithic tombs were investigated. The pre-
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liminary results indicate the same continu-
ity and originality in burial practices that
other seasons of fieldwork at this unique
cemetery complex have shown. It will take
further detailed analysis of the tomb mat-
erial and the settlement evidence to help us
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