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Gibson and Taylor are led by most of the ancient evidence to conclude that the 
Hadrianic temple site associated with the forum of Aelia, and covering the area 
of Golgotha, was focused solely on the worship of Venus (pp. 68-9), although the 
attempt to explain away a seemingly contrary passage of Jerome (alluding to the 
worship of Jupiter " in place of the Resurrection") as mere poetic licence is less 
than convincing: so little is securely known of the layout of Hadrian's colony that 
cautious uncertainty is in order. The evidence points to some form of Jupiter-cult 
elsewhere in Aelia on the site of the Jewish Temple, and the authors are able to 
reinforce this by reference (p. 70) to the recent publication of Byzantine documents 
labelling the Temple area as the 'Capitol' of the Roman colony (in contrast to the 
received opinion which identifies the pagan complex on Golgotha as Aelia's 
Capitol). Their acceptance of the view that archaeological remains north of the 
Temple Mount are to be identified as a second, eastern 'forum' of Aelia is more 
questionable, for it is an identification based only on a passage in the Paschal 
Chronicle which speaks of Hadrian's city possessing two 'demosia' -surely an 
elastic term applicable to virtually any kind of public building, and by no means 
necessarily a forum. 

Notwithstanding such points of argument in relation to the understanding of the 
ancient sources, this monograph performs a welcome service in making accessible 
to an English readership some of the latest results of Jerusalem archaeology. There 
will be less excuse in future for those of us who think and write from afar about 
the early Christian Holy Land to plead ignorance of the plain facts on the ground, 
"where these things were preached and done" (Euseb. Hist. Eccl. iv.26.14) . 

E. D. Hunt 
(University of Durham) 

Dar, S., Settlement and Cult Sites on Mount Hermon, Israel: Ituraean culture in 
the Hellenistic and Roman periods. BAR International Series 589. Tempvs 
Reparatvm, Oxford, 1993. Pp. 325 , figs 89, black-and-white plates 20, photographs 
136. 

Since time immemorial, the geographical area known as the Land of Israel has 
comprised a patchwork of different peoples, languages and cultures and this 
state of affairs is reflected in biblical and post-biblical writings alike. The border 
areas were especially diverse in their ethnic make up in antiquity, with Aramae­
ans and Arabs prominent in the north and east and Edomites in the south. 
Notwithstanding the numerous archaeological investigations that have been made 
throughout the Levant over the past century, our knowledge of these peoples 
and their relationship with their neighbours is still sketchy, to say the least. 
This fact emerges clearly from modern historical works on the subject (Millar 
1993). Therefore, any study which furnishes new archaeological data on a whole 
region is vitally important. 

This monograph describes the results of an archaeological survey of the southern 
slopes of the Hermon mountains, in former Syrian territory, on behalf of the 
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Department of the Land of Israel studies, Bar-Han University, between 1982 and 
1990. It also contains a useful gazetteer and summary of the sites explored in the 
first Hermon Survey (1969-74) and in other investigations in that area prior to 
1990. The crucial importance of these surveys has been underlined by the fact 
that several of the Hermon sites have suffered badly due to the construction of 
fortifications and roads, as well as through natural decay. Therefore, Dar and his 
colleagues have been performing an invaluable service in recording them. Not 
content to apply the new names which have been given to the sites by Israeli 
soldiers and investigators, Dar and his students have taken the trouble to ascertain 
the traditional Arabic names of the sites , which, in certain cases, seem to throw 
light on their origin. One example is the ruined village of Bir an-Sobah, whose 
name may be linked to the stelae (matzevot) associated with its cult site. On the 
other hand, the name of another site , Kafr Dura, is believed by the local inhabit­
ants to be of ancient Greek or Hebrew origin . The area covered in the more recent 
survey is approximately 80 sq km (although the map of the sites does not include 
a scale!). In antiquity this land would have formed part of the district of Paneas, 
and indeed almost all the sites surveyed lie within 6 km radius of the famous cult 
centre to Pan that was established at one of the sources of the Jordan. This survey 
is a commendable achievement , not least because the locality abuts the cease-fire 
line with Syria and evidently the team were put at considerable personal risk. 

For the most part , Dar's expeditions have been largely limited to surface surveys, 
and yet the finds are rich and diverse. They have brought to light and recorded 
temples, open air cult enclosures, ancient military installations, farmsteads , 
houses, mine workings, a Roman-Byzantine stone bridge and a shrine to Abraham 
venerated by Jewish, Muslim and Druse pilgrims alike. Minor finds include a 
miniature shrine, items of metalwork including a complete bronze altar as well as 
fragments of sculpture, coins and pottery. The inclusion of more recent buildings 
in the local style has highlighted the fact that traditional construction methods and 
economic activities, including mining, continued with little change up to very 
recent times. An excellent example is the ma'atzera (grape honey press) at Ma'atz­
erat Jubata (pp. 168-70). Dar provides a useful summing up of the traditional 
economic activities of the region , based on his findings (pp . 132-33). These were 
predominantly animal husbandry, subsistence crop agriculture, and lead mining 
(pp. 145-49) . As an introduction to the survey, the reader is provided with a useful 
overview of the geography of the Hermon mountain range and a historical outline 
of the area. 

The unusual cult enclosures on Mount Senaim stand out as the most impressive 
of Dar's discoveries and deservedly receive a prominent place in this study. The 
upper cult enclosure is large but is bereft of temples. It seems likely that the rituals 
were practiced in the open and that they involved the veneration of large stelae, 
which have been found set up in pairs, and ceremonial meals. Another enclosure 
at a lower level contains a pair of temples , of irregular dimensions which back 
onto the same rock mass at different levels , impacting on one another at an acute 
angle. Neither is likely to have been completely roofed although the facade of the 
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lower structure is fronted by a Classical in antis porch and pediment. The architec­
ture of these structures and others examined in this study has an unrefined, rustic 
quality about it , far removed from that of the grand monumental buildings of the 
main centres, such as Paneas and Baalbek, and is more interesting in reflecting a 
local vernacular style. Within the lower enclosure were found nine or more altars, 
one carved with an image of Helios which, together with the remains of several 
stone statues of eagles , would seem to indicate that the syncretic cult of Ba'al 
Shamin - Zeus , encountered in neighbouring areas, was celebrated at this site. 

There are many other valuable finds reported in this work which will reward 
patient study. However , it is not without some faults . Some of the flaws signify 
lack of adequate editing in the final stages of preparation for publication. There 
are many minor typographical errors and also some more serious slip-ups. Photo­
graphs 1 (a picture taken in 1867 of the Deir al-'Ashayir Temple in the Lebanese 
portion of the Hermon) and 2 (a group photograph of the expedition members) 
are nowhere referred to. However, the writer cannot be blamed for the poor 
resolution of the plan in Fig. 55 as printed, which makes it impossible to read the 
numbering of the loci. 

However, more serious is the fundamental question of the connection between 
the area covered by this study and the Ituraeans. The Ituraeans have a fascina­
tion for their connection with the Jews in the Hasmonaean and Herodian 
periods. They were a Semitic tribe of nomads that occupied the mountains of 
the Anti-Lebanon and the adjoining Beqa'a Valley in Classical antiquity 
(Schiirer 1973 , 561-73). They emerge into the light of history in the 2nd century 
Be, when they are referred to as having a kingdom with its capital at Chalcis , 
which has been identified with Majdal 'Anjar, on the road from Beirut to 
Damascus. Under their able king, Ptolemy Mennaeus (ca. 85-40 Be), the 
Ituraean domains were extended in all directions , including the south , with the 
district of Paneas falling under their control. He allied himself with his Has­
monaean neighbour, Aristobulus II (67-63 Be) against Pompey, providing refuge 
for Aristobulus' children , and both he and his son Philip wedded Hasmonaean 
princesses . The Ituraean kings were deprived of most of their territory by 
Augustus, owing to their acts of banditry, Herod the Great receiving the areas 
of Pane as and Ulatha. The Ituraeans seem to have cultivated their physical 
prowess even under Roman rule , achieving fame as archers and contributing 
entire alae and cohorts to the Roman army. 

Although the Banias region, of which the area surveyed formed part , was 
for a short period held by the Ituraean king, Ptolemy Mennaeaus, it was some 
distance from the heartland of Ituraean settlement. Dar takes it as read that 
the southern slopes of the Hermon were occupied by the Ituraeans, but his 
evidence for this assumption is rather thin . He makes much of the distinctive 
Golan Ware , that has been found at his sites. The crude pottery, which 
incorporates coarse grits is found fairly widely across the Golan as far south 
as Farj (Dauphin and Gibson 1994, 14; idem 1992-3, 17) and is redefined as 
" Ituraean" pottery , following Gutman (1973). To justify such a firm identifica-
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tion with the Ituraeans , the author would need to demonstrate a distribution 
of this pottery throughout the Ituraean territories, and in particular in the 
Beqa'a Valley and the Anti-Lebanon Mountains. The same is true of the 
architecture and other material remains. Thus, one looks in vain for detailed 
comparisons between the Hermon sites and those of Lebanon, such as Niha 
and Temnin al-Foka . Nor does the occurrence of an isolated Safaitic inscription 
(p. 17) or Ituraean coin (coin of Ptolemy Mennaeus from Bir an-Sobah , p. 
131) provide proof of Ituraean domination of the southern Hermon. Coins, 
especially, have the habit of diffusing well beyond the area of their circulation. 
Thus, for example coins of the Hasmonaean king Alexander Jannaeus have 
been found beyond Judaea at Antioch , Dura Europos, Cyprus, and elsewhere 
(Meshorer 1982, 697- 98). The cult items and practices that have been identified 
at the Hermon sites provide no firm link with the lturaeans either: the venera­
tion of sacred stones is encountered across the Levant from Emesa (Horns) in 
Syria to Arabia and even the Semitic names found on the inscriptions (p. 77) 
do not provide an unambiguous pointer to the Ituraeans, when we are not 
even sure whether they were Arabic or Aramaic speakers . Certainly, much 
work remains to be done to elucidate the Ituraeans and their material culture 
and this will require archaeological investigations north of the Hermon range 
where their presence is documented . In the meantime, the verdict must be left 
open regarding the identity of the population of the southern Hermon in the 
Roman period, beyond the fact that it was of Semitic stock. 

These reservations should in no way detract from the extremely useful archae­
ological information that Dar has contributed. His presentation of the material is 
generally excellent and his generous combination of photographs and line drawings 
brings clarity to his written account. The wealth of new material that is presented 
in this book amply demonstrates the rewards to be had from studying sites off the 
beaten track . 
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Segal, A., Theatres in Roman Palestine and Provincia Arabia. E. J. Brill, Leiden, 
1995. Pp. ix + 117, 155 figs. 

At the height of the Roman empire, in the 2nd century AD , the writer Pausanias 
suggested that the physical amenities of any settlement calling itself a city should 
include a theatre (Description of Greece, X.4.1). Such was the popularity of these 
monuments, even in the Roman east, that not all have been excavated and others 
remain to be found. Thus we are reminded that ancient sources record a theatre 
at Jerusalem and an Odeion at Caesarea and that an inscription from Saccaea in 
the Hauran attests to one there, all yet to be located . However, we may add to 
the present corpus a small theatre building at Tell el-Ashari-thought to be the 
site of Dium-recorded at the beginning of the century (ZDPV, 13, 1914.125) . It 
is also possible that the theatre at ShechemlNablus 'discovered' in 1979 (p. 78) 
may be related to the seat blocks found there in 1927 (PEQ , 1927.104-10). 

The gestation of this welcome book has taken some time. It was largely written 
in 1989-90, and it is a pity that this was too early for the author to have taken 
advantage of political ease of travel to have visited some of the sites east of the 
Jordan. The thirty theatre structures discussed here are distributed throughout 
present day Israel , Jordan and southern Syria. 

The book has a comprehensive introduction , which defines the theatre as a 
cultural import into alien lands. Of the four areas discussed, the first two , Herodian 
and Nabataean , plausibly represent 'alien lands'. The last two areas, the Hellenised 
cities and those areas within Roman rule were more receptive to these imports. 
However, by the time most of these theatres were built, the whole area was under 
direct Roman rule. 

Herod the Great is said to have built theatres (and other monuments) through­
out the east but Segal intimates that those in Judaea (specifically Sepphoris) 'served 
the members of the court' rather than Judaean citizenry at large (p. 9). It is 
interesting to note that many of his cities, such as Caesarea and Jericho, also 
contained multifunctional cultural venues. 

Theatres built within the Nabataean realm would also appear to have been a 
cultural import. However, little enough is known about Nabataean social life as it 
is , and the generalisation that all their theatres were of a cultic nature may be 
exaggerated. The complex at Sahr certainly appears to have been cultic but the 
use of an imported architectural form and the Greek word teiatra could have been 
adapted for differing purposes. Segal's argument goes on to suggest that Nabataean 
theatres had a ritual necolotary use but admits (p. 7) that not one of the five 
Nabataean theatres discussed here can be stated with certainty to have been built 
in a cemetery area. However, the theatre at Petra is still stated to have been built 
within the necropolis (pp . 6, 91) but the 'caves' truncated by the theatre were not 
necessarily tombs. 

The interesting point about these alien imports is that they were generally con­
structed much earlier than those within the Hellenised or Roman areas. Segal 
suggests that cities there did not feel a need for theatres, for their emergence only 
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began in the late 1st century AD . Further constructional booms occurred in the 
mid-2nd century and the early-3rd . By this time , as Pausanias noted, theatres had 
become almost essential and virtually all of these buildings were constructed on 
civic initiative. Indeed Pliny the Younger (on Bithynia in the early-2nd century) 
noted a civic rivalry in construction where the building of a theatre at Nicaea 
almost bankrupted the city (Letters X.39, 40). By this time there was little interest 
in high drama, but great emphasis on mime and popular shows and many theatre 
buildings were later adapted to take water shows. Segal has discussed this aspect 
in an earlier article (SCI 7-9 , 1985/88.145-65) , curiously absent from the biblio­
graphy. 

The architectural analysis begins with a categorisation of the theatres under the 
headings of: urban theatres , urban ritual theatres , and extra urban ritual theatres. 
The example of the southern theatre at Gerasa exposes again the exaggeration in 
this concept of ritual association , for it is a distortion to state that it is 'located in 
the area of the Zeus sanctuary' (p . 18) . The theatre utilised the same hill as the 
temple but there is no indication of direct architectural connection and the 
entrances to the two structures were diametrically apart. The theatre at Canatha 
was not urban in the true sense for it lies outside the city walls, and an implied 
ritual association (p. 27 n. 35) is certainly not borne out by observation on the 
ground. The absence of detailed archaeological work there denies any proof. 

It may also be noted that little is known of the settlement at Sabra, certainly 
there is no indication that it was a 'sanctuary area' (p. 18) , but I concur that it 
probably had the same relation to Petra as Birketain did to Gerasa and so on. 
Incidentally the famous Maiumas inscription from Birketain comes from a gateway 
at the southern entrance to the whole complex and does not refer to the theatre 
specifically. 

Architecturally the buildings portray a number of interesting variations and some 
guesswork has been included on the many theatres not yet (fully) excavated. The 
useful table of comparative data numbers the corpus roughly from north to south 
but a grouping by area, type , size or date might have been preferable . Nevertheless 
such architectural quirks are noteworthy; the multi-functional building at Legio, 
the oft-discussed recesses at Scythopolis , the side walls at Bostra, the stage of the 
southern Gerasa theatre, the fact that the Antipatris theatre may never have been 
finished and that the one at Pella is unique in facing south. However, we may note 
that the Sabra theatre is also unique in having a Greek-style plan despite the 
assertion on p. 21 that all here are " Roman" . 

Indeed the discussion has a great reliance on Vitruvius and it may be argued 
that the views of a first-century Be metropolitan architect do not often bear much 
more than a general resemblance to far flung provincial theatres mostly built two 
hundred years after his death . Likewise the glossary makes no attempt to utilise 
Greek terms which were more likely to have been used in this part of the world . 

The terminology used by Segal for the various buildings would seem a little rigid 
for he rejects the term odeion because none are known to be roofed (p. 62 n. 99, 
pp. 85-6 n. 187) although no ancient sources define this. It is pertinent to note that 
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whereas the southern theatre at Gerasa is specifically described in an inscription as 
a ' theatre', the northern one is also described in an inscription as an 'odeion', this 
does not seem to have hindered Segal in saying 'In this inscription . .. the theatre 
is called an odeion' ! (p 74). In fact there is some evidence that this building was 
also roofed! 

My own theory (ARAM 4:1&2, 1992. 265-81) is that many cities had differing 
theatre structures for differing civic needs, a theatre, an odeion (which, like that 
at Gerasa could also be used as a bouleterion) and a smaller structure usually 
outside associated with festival or cultic needs . Such triads exist at Gerasa-where 
Segal has missed this point in his discussion of the three buildings there (p. 75 
n. 152)-Caesarea, Gadara and Petra . Equally those cities with two buildings­
Scythopolis, Philadelphia and possibly Abila-would seem to have a theatre and 
an odeion. 

The book is an advance on earlier discussions (Frezouls etc.) as it provides a 
comprehensive wealth of data . It is also most stimulating, and must remain a basis 
for theatrical historians and archaeologists concerned with ancient Palestine and 
Arabia. 
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The Anglo-Israel Archaeological Society: 
Hon. Secretary's Report 1994-5 

The past year has seen a successful series 
of nine lectures given to the Society on a 
wide range of subjects as follows . Mr B. 
Boyd, 'Natufian bone technology-an over­
view'; Prof. H . Williamson, 'Recent discov­
eries at a biblical city: Tel Jezreel'; Dr A: 
Curtis, 'Ugarit: Clues from a Canaanite 
city'; Dr D. Bahat, 'Masada revisited'; Dr 
D. Pringle, 'Recent researches on the 
churches of the Crusader kingdom'; Dr A. 
Biran, 'Biblical Dan and the House of 
David inscription'; Prof. A. Crown, 'The 
Samaritans, their literature and the codicol­
ogy of their manuscripts'; Dr I. Finkel, 
'Ancient board games from the world of the 
Bible'. Two of these were joint lectures. 
The paper given by Dr Dan Bahat was 
arranged in association with the British 
Israel Arts Foundation, as part of the lec­
ture tour organised for him by that body; 
the lecture by Dr Biran was the annual 
joint lecture of our Society and the 
Palestine Exploration Fund, but this year, 
in view of the importance and the topicality 
of Dr Biran's newly-found inscription, it 
was not only under the auspices of our two 
Societies, but also with the Institute of 
Jewish Studies. As part of our programme 
we also circulated to members of the Soci­
ety details of the annual Richard Barnett 
Memorial Lecture. 

We are lucky during this past year to 
have secured Viscount Allenby of Megiddo 
as our new Hon. President and we extend 
a warm welcome to him in the name of the 
whole Society. At his invitation we were 
able to hold a unique reception for all our 
members which took place on the terrace 
of the House of Lords in the splendid 
weather of this past summer. The evening 
was arranged as one of a series of events 
which form part of our current member­
ship drive. The financial problems of the 
Society are still exercising the minds of 

your Committee. Since natural wastage 
has, over the past twelve months, slightly 
diminished membership numbers, it is 
becoming increasingly important to recruit 
new blood to the Society. 

With this in mind a delightful new mem­
bership brochure has been produced in full 
colour, thanks to the exertions of Mrs Bar­
nett and Mr Rosenberg. The amount of 
work needed to produce it was a great sur­
prise to the whole Committee and we owe 
both of them our thanks for their dedicated 
effort. 

In spite of financial problems the Society 
was able to make two grants during the 
past year, one to an archaeological illus­
trator who was charged with the prepara­
tion of drawings of the pottery from the 
Dor Project of Landscape Archaeology 
and one to an Israeli archaeologist for 
travel to this country in order to re-analyse 
some of the finds from the Lachish expedi­
tion which are now held in the collections 
of the British Museum. 

Our annual Bulletin is now highly 
regarded on a world-wide basis, but unfor­
tunately its future is still far from assured. 
If any member of the Society, upon read­
ing this Report, has any ideas for securing 
future funding for it, please do contact any 
member of the Committee, or our secret­
ary, Mrs Murray at the offices of the Soci­
ety. Without additional financial backing 
the Bulletin may well founder, which 
would be a severe loss, not only to the 
Society, but also to the world of academic 
archaeology. 

Our office is still provided for us, free 
of charge, by the Friends of the Hebrew 
University. In these hard-pressed days it 
behoves us even more than usual to extend 
to them our heartfelt thanks for their kind­
ness. 

Roberta L. Harris 

73 



Bulletin of the Anglo-Israeli Archaeological Society 1994-95 Volume 14 

Honorary Treasurer's Report 1994-5 

Our audited accounts for the year ending 
31 December 1994 show that the Society 
made a slightly larger surplus this year of 
£3308 as compared with a figure of only 
£197 for last year. This is to an extent due 
to the fact that some bills for Society 
expenses were received (and paid) after 
the year end. This total also takes into 
account the interest received on our 
Appeal Fund. 

Our income from subscriptions and 
donations rose fractionally to £5940 and 
our expenses regarding meetings, i.e. room 
hire, lecturer fees, projectionists' fees, etc . 
dropped nominally. Grants to students 
totalled some £700. 

Though this year's figures do show a 
small improvement it is essential that, in 
order for us to continue running a series of 
highly successful lectures, giving grants to 
students and publishing our Bulletin, that 
our membership is boosted which will thus 
increase our income. Could I, as last year, 
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request that each of you introduce one new 
member and also request that you endeav­
our either directly, or by your influence, to 
persuade individuals, trusts or other charit­
ies to make donations to us. I can assure 
you that this will transform the Society. 

It would be most amiss of me not to 
thank publicly, once again, our Secretary, 
for the magnificent work which she has 
continued to undertake on our behalf and 
at what I can only describe as a highly mod­
erate salary. I do wish to thank Carole 
Murray personally on behalf of all of you 
and in particular on my own behalf. 

Finally, I must once again thank Bob 
Glatter of Blick Rothenberg Chartered 
Accountants most sincerely for his great 
generosity in continuing to act as our Hon­
orary Auditor and as usual, for making no 
charge for the preparation of our 
Accounts. 

Richard Domb 
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New Discoveries at Dan and the Aramaic 
Stele 

Avraham Biran 

The illustrated lecture presented the 
results of twenty-eight years of excavations 
at biblical Dan. Beginning with the Neo­
lithic period, Dan, originally called Laish, 
became a major urban centre in the 3rd 
millennium Be (the Early Bronze Age). In 
the 2nd millennium (the Middle Bronze 
Age) it was surrounded by a massive slop­
ing earthern rampart, with a remarkable 
gate built of three arches, discovered 
standing as originally built. From the Late 
Bronze Age a well-built tomb with 
Mycenaean imports was found . 

The tribe of Dan conquered the city in 
the 12th century Be and when Jeroboam 
set the golden calf there in the late 10th 
century Be it became a major cui tic and 
administrative centre. In the 9th century 
Be a city wall and complex gate system was 
built, probably by Ahab. These defences 
were destroyed during the Assyrian con­
quest in 733/732. In the rubble of the 
destruction fragments of an Aramaic stele 
was found, mentioning a king of Israel and 
a king of the House of David, i.e. the King­
dom of Judah. 

Church-building in the Kingdom of 
Jerusalem 

Denys Pringle 

More than 400 church buildings are known 
to have existed in the twelfth and thir­
teenth centuries AD within the area occu­
pied by the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusa­
lem and of these , remains of some 200 
buildings survive. Only a few of them are 
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still in Christian use. Some others survive 
as mosques , while the rest are mostly rep­
resented by no more than ruins , founda­
tions or dispersed architectural fragments. 

In 1979, a project to compile a historical 
and archaeological corpus of the church 
buildings of the Kingdom of Jerusalem was 
initiated by the British School of Archae­
ology in Jerusalem. The first volume of the 
resulting Corpus was published by Cam­
bridge University Press in 1993, and the 
second (of a projected three-volume work) 
will appear in 1996. 

During the twelfth century a number of 
churches belonging to the various Eastern 
churches were rebuilt. The major cathed­
rals, however, were in the hands of the 
Latins. Principal among these was the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre itself, which 
besides serving as the parish church of 
Jerusalem was also the seat of the patri­
arch. Below the patriarch were the four 
archbishops of Tyre, Caesarea, Nazareth 
and Karak in Moab. Below them came 
eleven bishops, two of whom, the bishop 
of Jubayl and the Orthodox abbot of St 
Catherine's monastery on Mount Sinai, 
had sees that were effectively outside the 
secular control of the kingdom. We know 
nothing archaeologically of the cathedrals 
of Sidon , Banyas, Acre or Tiberias and 
little of Karak; but significant remains are 
left of those of Tyre, Caesarea, Nazareth , 
Bethlehem, Beirut, Hebron, Sebaste 
(Sabastiya) and Lydda. 

Remains of Latin parish churches sur­
vive in a number of places. Some of them, 
such as those at Ramla , Saffuriya and 
Yibna (Ibelin) , were aisled buildings, while 
others, such as those now represented by 
the village mosques at Fahma, Baitin and 
Sinjil, were small single-celled barrel­
vaulted structures with a semi-circular apse 
facing east. 

In addition to the parochial and diocesan 
organization of the Crusader Kingdom, an 
important part of the Latin religious 
establishment was represented by the 
monastic orders. At the time of the Cru­
saders' capture of Jerusalem in 1099, the 
only Latin religious houses in the city were 
the Benedictine monastery of St Mary 
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Latin and its sister foundation for nuns, St 
Mary Magdalene (later called St Mary 
Major, or Parva) . To these were soon 
added the monasteries of the Mount of 
Olives (Augustinian) , St Mary in the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat (Benedictine), the 
Templum Domini (Dome of the Rock, 
Augustinian), St Mary of Mount Sion 
(Augustinian) , and the convent of St Anne 
(Benedictine nuns) . Outside Jerusalem, 
the Benedictines had a large monastery on 
Mount Tabor, and Benedictine nuns were 
established during the 1140s in Bethany. 
Cistercian houses included St John in the 
Woods in 'Ain Karim (1169) and Salva­
tion , near Bait Jala (1161). Premonstraten­
sian canons served at St Samuel (Nabi 
Samwil) and in the double house of St 
Habakkuk and St Joseph of Arimathea, 
located at Kafr Jinnis and Rantis respect­
ively. Between c. 1220 and 1283, the 
Carmelites, an order of Latin hermits, 
built a church and monstery of St Mary in 
the Wadi 'Ain as-Siyah on the western 
edge of Mount Carmel. Many of the mon­
astic churches were associated with holy 
places, which attracted large numbers of 
pilgrims. 

A new kind of religious order to which 
the Crusades gave rise was the military 
order, made up of knights organized as a 
religious community. The Hospitallers, 
founded in 1113, came to combine the 
charitable activity of assisting the sick poor 
with the physical protection of pilgrims 
travelling to and from Jerusalem. The 
Templars were founded soon afterwards as 
a purely military order, with their head­
quarters in the 'Aqsa Mosque, in the 
southern part of the Temple precinct. 
These orders were later emulated by 
others , including the Teutonic Order, the 
Spanish Order of Our Lady of Mount Joy, 
the Order of St Lazarus (made up of leper 
knights), and the English Order of St 
Thomas of Canterbury. The castles of the 
military orders, such as Templar 'Atlit and 
Safad, Hospitaller Belvoir and Bait Jibrin, 
and the Teutonic Order's Montfort and 
Jiddin, were in effect fortified monasteries, 
with an enclosed central area including a 
chapel for the brothers, surrounded by 
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outer wards occupied by the lay people 
who made up the rest of the garrison. 

The architects, artists and artisans 
responsible for building churches in the 
Crusader Kingdom in the twelfth and thir­
teenth centuries included both easterners 
and westerners. The stylistic influences to 
be detected in them are therefore diverse. 
However, a great deal more painstaking 
documentation of existing structures will 
need to be done before any general assess­
ment can be made about the respective 
architectural contributions of East to West, 
and of West to East , at the time of the 
Crusades. 
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Board Games in the Ancient Near East 

Irving Finkel 

This lecture offered a broad survey of the 
board games of antiquity in the ancient 

Near East , beginning with material from a 
handful of pre-pottery Neolithic settle­
ments, where very little can be known of 
the games involved and moving on to the 
great historical cultures of Egypt, Mesopo­
tamia and the Levant in general , where 
archaeology tells us a great deal. Board 
games characteristically travel from culture 
to culture, while exceptional cases do not , 
and this point was investigated in detail, 
with the help of slides of archaeological 
objects and materials. 

In some cases, however, games survive 
for surprisingly long periods , and as a test 
case the example of the Royal Game of Ur 
was taken up. This race game was played 
throughout the ancient countries of the 
Near East from about 3000 BC , dying out 
in the record around the 4th century BC , 

but surfacing later in India, in a Buddhist 
site of the 12th century AD , and among the 
Jews of Cochin, who had probably been 
responsible for importing it from Babylon 
in the early centuries of the current era. 
This entails a record of continuous survival 
over a good 5000 years . 
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Original manuscripts should be submitted 
to the Editors of BAlAS, type-written in 
English, on one side of A4 paper only, 
double-spaced, and with ample margins on 
each side of the sheet. Endnotes typed on 
separate sheets should be kept to a min­
imum. The 'Harvard' reference system is 
employed in this publication. Works 
should be cited in the text by author's 
name and date of publication, i.e. 
'(Albright, 1949,71),. An alphabetical bib­
liography should be appended at the end 
of the text, i.e. 'Albright, W. F., (1949). 
The Archaeology of Palestine (Penguin 

Books; Harmondsworth),. Original photo­
graphs and line drawings (in black and 
white only) , suitable for 1:1 reproduction, 
may accompany the text. Authors are 
responsible for obtaining permission to 
reproduce copyright material. A scale 
should be added to all drawings and photo­
graphs where necessary. The authors of all 
published articles will receive a copy of the 
Bulletin and offprints. Book reviews 
should be kept to a minimum of 300 words 
but longer reviews will be considered for 
publication. Authors will receive three 
copies of their review. 

The Anglo-Israel Archaeological Society 

MEMBERSHIP FORM 
(block capitals please) 

Name ______________________ __ Title __ _ 
Address ______________________________ _ 

Telephone (day) _____ _ (evening) ________ _ 

Tick as appropriate: 

Full Membership British Isles £15 per year D 
Overseas £15 per year D 

Covenant Forms requested (minimum period 4 years) D 
Life Membership £300 (minimum) D 
Student Membership British Isles £5 D 
Student Card No ________ _ Date issued _____ __ 
Course ________________________________ _ 

Institution ______________________________ _ 

Subscription to the annual Bulletin only 

British Isles £10 

Overseas £15 

Donation towards Trust Fund for Student Grants 

TOTAL ______________ ___ 

Cheque enclosed (Sterling) made out to: 

The Anglo-Israel Archaeological Society 

Signature ______________ __ 
Date _________ _ 

The Secretary 

The Anglo-Israel Archaeological Society 

3 St John's Wood Road 

London NW8 8RB 

Reg. Charity No. 220367 

78 









BULLETIN OF THE ANGLO-ISRAEL ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 1994-5 Volume 14 

Editorial 
Research Articles 

CONTENTS 

C. Dauphin and S. Gibson, The Byzantine City at Dorl Dora 
Discovered 

S. A. Kingsley, Bag-shaped Amphorae and Byzantine Trade: 
-Expanding Horizons 

H. Goren, The Legacy of Titus Tobler: Two New Archival Sources 

Book Reviews 
King, P. J., Jeremiah, An Archaeological Companion (B. S. J. 

Isserlin) 
Gibson, S. and Taylor, J. E., Beneath the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre in Jerusalem. The Archaeology and Early History of 
Traditional Golgotha (E. D. Hunt) 

Dar, S., Settlement and Cult Sites on Mount Hermon, Israel: Ituraean 
Culture in the Hellenistic and Roman periods (D. M. Jacobson) 

Segal, A., Theatres in Roman Palestine and Provincia Arabia (J. M. 
C. Bowsher) 

The Anglo-Israel Archaeological Society 
The Honorary Secretary's Report 
The Honorary Treasurer's Report 

Summaries of Lectures 
A. Biran, New Discoveries at Dan and the Aramaic Stele 
D. Pringle, Church Building in the Kingdom of Jerusalem 
I. Finkel, Board Games in the Ancient Near East 

Notes for Contributors and Membership Form 

Phototypeset by Wyvern Typesetting Ltd, Bristol 
Printed and bound by J. W. Arrowsmith, Bristol 

7 

9 

39 
55 

63 

64 

66 

70 

73 
74 

75 
75 
77 

78 


